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Wehrly’s World

Sermon series scheduled for Lent

“What has been will be again, what has been
done will be done again; there is nothing new
(Ecclesiastes 1:9 NIV)
under the sun.”

Pastor Peter Wehrly has
announced that the first five
Sundays of Lent (the five
Sundays in March) will feature a
sermon series based on the
popular and thought-provoking
book by Missouri Bishop Robert
Schnase, Five Practices of
Fruitful Congregations.
Wehrly will preach the March
1 and March 29 on Radical
Hospitality and Extravagant Generosity. Three
guests will bring the message on March 8, 15,
and 22. Susan Meister, Certified Lay Speaker, will
preach on Passionate Worship; Rev. Gregory
Boylan, Associate Pastor at St. Matthew UMC,
Belleville, will bring the message on Risk-Taking
Mission and Service; and John Hackmann,
Certified Lay Speaker and ministry candidate, will
preach on Intentional Faith Development.
“Our future depends on our ability to be a
relevant part of our community,” Wehrly noted.
“This is a joint effort of both the clergy and laity.
I am hopeful that these five messages will be a
catalyst
for
deepening
discipleship
and
congregational growth.”

Life often seems like this verse from
Ecclesiastes, doesn’t it? This time of year,
everything “feels” the same. Winter cold, lack of
sunlight, silent snowfall – all exacerbate the
feelings.
A person can read the book of
Ecclesiastes and ask, ‘what’s the use?’
Yet, life goes on. We (some days with great
effort) continue to put one foot in front of the
other, one movement follows the previous, until
the day is finished and we move on to the next.
We want to sense, to know, God’s presence - we
think we believe, yet…..we struggle, we question,
we fall short of the glory of God (see Romans
3:23). Isn’t there more? Can’t life have meaning?
Is there no word of hope found in God’s Word?
“I am making all things new.” (Rev. 21:5 NIV)

Brian Wren wrote words to a song using this
verse from Revelation. In the first stanza, he
writes: This is a day of new beginnings, time to
remember and move on, time to believe what
love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s
gone.
And, he concludes: Christ is alive, and goes
before us to show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings; our God is
making all things new.
Be comforted in knowing that God makes all
things new. Winter cannot defeat us because the
newness of spring will soon be here.
See you in church.

Calendar (check the web site for updates)
February
Every Thursday, Sr. High Youth Group, 6:30 pm
16 & 23 Ministry Team Bible Study, 6:30 p
17
Trustees, 7 pm
25
Ash Wednesday Service, 7 pm
March
2, 9, 16
Ministry Team Bible Study, 6:30 p

To learn more about Five Practices,
go to www.fivepractices.org.

All-church adult Sunday School for Lent
For the first five Sundays of Lent, Pastor Peter
Wehrly will be leading an all-church adult Sunday
School in Fellowship Hall. He will base the five
lessons on the Old Testament Lectionary texts:
Genesis 9:8-17
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Exodus 20:1-17
Numbers 21:4-9
Jeremiah 31:31-34

The Covenant with Noah
The Covenant with Abraham
The Ten Commandments
Moses and the Bronze Snake
A New Covenant

“Our Advent study was a great success,”
Wehrly commented. “It helped put everyone on
the ‘same page’ for the celebration of the coming
of the Christ Child. I am confident that we will
approach the great feast of Easter with the same
enthusiasm.”

Capital City Ringers

Prayer quilt ministry continues

from
Lansing Michigan

In concert Friday, April 24, 7 pm
Plan to join us for an evening filled with
music and fun!
Watch the web site for more details.

Trustees complete several projects
The SHUMC Trustees report that
the recent sale of silver-plated
items cleared over $1,000. That
effort was led by Jan Hollinberger,
with help from Liz Reichert and
others. In addition, Dennis Jobin
and his brother have added braces to several
room dividers for use in Memorial Hall, and built
a new TV stand for use in Fellowship Hall.
Thank you, Trustees!

On the first Sunday of February, Signal Hill
UMC tied our tenth prayer quilt for Carol
McCoskey, who had surgery recently. Begun just
last fall, Joyce Burnette and her team have taken
on this wonderful ministry with great enthusiasm.
Prayer quilts are given to individuals and
families in need of intentional prayer. As quilts
are requested, they are displayed at the front of
the church during worship. Persons come forward
to tie a thread and say a special prayer for the
recipient.
Joyce has announced that her team will be
gathering on March 17, to piece together more
quilts. If you would like to join them, please plan
to come to Memorial Hall from 9:30 to 11:30 am
on that Tuesday in Memorial Hall.
If you know of someone who would be blessed
by receiving a quilt, please call the church or
Joyce Burnette.

A chance to help
Don’t forget to save Campbell’s
soup labels and items for our food
basket!
In
February,
gifts
of
nonperishable food and other items
will go to the St. Clair County
Emergency Fund.

Upcoming events of interest
UMW meeting, Thursday, March 5,
noon. Devotions, Janet Hollinberger;
Program, Velma Thompson, Hostesses
Edith Beach & Nancy Robards. All
women interested in missions are
invited.
Church Women United World Day of
Prayer
Friday,
March
6,
Peace
Lutheran Church, Belleville. Call Edith
Beach or Janet Hollinberger by March
2 for reservations.
Movie Day, Tuesday, March 10, 11:30
am, Memorial Hall, the movie Cellular.
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